
FULL COUNCIL  

13 APRIL 2021 

REPORT OF CABINET MEMBER FOR STRONGER AND SAFER COMMUNITIES 

1. COUNCIL UPDATE REGARDING STRONGER AND SAFER 
COMMUNITIES 

1.1 Purpose of Report 

1.1  To advise Members that a decision making session was held on the 23 
February 2021, covering CPH Stronger and Safer Communities. 

1.2 Background 

1.2.1 This report highlights some of the decisions made, but not all.  Members 
wishing to view all decisions made can find these at 
http://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/mgInternet/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1 

1.3 Decisions 

1.3.1 23 February 2021  

1.3.2 Widney Manor Cemetery 

1.3.3 The Cabinet Member approved the development of proposals for 
undertaking environmental remediation works. 

1.3.4 Council Plan and Priorities 

1.3.5 Work is on-going to support the Council Plan priority - Creating the 
Conditions for Communities to thrive.  We continue to work with all partners, 
including the Voluntary and Community Sector, to develop an integrated 
community based approach to enable people to start and live well. 

1.4 Good News and Issues of Interest 

1.4.1 On the 23 February, 2021, I virtually attended the Federation of Small 
Business’ Volunteer event, where they celebrated all the good work that their 
volunteers have done in the last year.   

1.4.2 Libraries 

1.4.3 Despite being closed, library staff have supported the 2021 census, 
providing virtual support to residents needing assistance in completing their 
forms. 

1.4.4 I am pleased to confirm that most libraries reopened at the end of March for 
a click and collect offer.  In the last few days, that has been extended to 
limited browsing and they will open up further as we move forward. 
Obviously subject to any developments over the next couple of weeks. 

http://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/mgInternet/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1


 

1.4.5 I am also pleased to announce that we launched a new reading initiative 
during the lockdown period. Reading Friends, operated in conjunction with 
the Reading Agency, aims to start conversations and connect people who 
might be feeling lonely or isolated. 

1.4.6 Customer Services 

1.4.7 We have now stepped down the shielding work, which was an important part 
of ensuring the most vulnerable in our community have been supported 
during the pandemic. 

1.4.8 VCS Investment and Partnership  

1.4.9 The Solihull Winter Wellbeing and Recovery Fund (WWRF), launched in 
November 2020, has so far seen a total of 59 applications assessed (as of 
16/03). Positively, 37 of these applications have been approved for grant 
funding with a total spend of £158,830. The fund, which is administered on 
behalf of Solihull MBC by Heart of England Community Foundation, is aimed 
at supporting voluntary and community sector (VCS) organisations 
contributing to the community response surrounding COVID-19. Grants of up 
to £5,000 have enabled local community groups to tackle issues around 
social isolation, food poverty, physical and mental health. 

 
1.4.10 Successful projects which target children, young people and families include 

Solihull Moors Foundation, Ordinary Magic C.I.C, Meriden Adventure 
Playground Association (MAPA), Shine Youth and Vision For All CIC. 

 
1.4.11 In addition, there have been a number of projects awarded funding which 

focus on older and vulnerable residents in Solihull. These include 
applications from The Tuesday Club Kingshurst, Everyone 4 Sport CIC, 
Inclusive Sport Academy CIC, The Pavilions Bowls Club and Transformation 
in Action CIC. 

 
1.4.12 It is clear that the VCS has provided a significant and important response to 

Covid-19 and there is a clear need for  continued funding which can be seen 
in the number of applications still coming forward. As such an additional 
£200,000 has been awarded from the Contain Outbreak Management Fund 
(COMF) to extend the programme for the 2021/22 year. The continued 
scheme will be called “The Solihull Wellbeing Recovery Fund” (SWRF). 

 
1.4.13 The Foodbank Network is made up of 10 groups who provide support to 

residents in need with food and essential shopping items. The Network is 
supported by SMBC Community Development Workers and acts as a 
vehicle to share food surplus, share best practice, ideas, funding and 
volunteering.  They communicate via What’s App and this has been effective 
and efficient to communicate emergency need or to distribute surplus food. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

1.4.14 In addition, 8 organisations have been awarded a total of £173,554 under 
the Essential Food Grants to deliver food parcels or hot meals over the 
winter period. Since October 2020, 3778 parcels and hot meals have been 
delivered, supporting 7322 people. Funding has been used to purchase food 
and also to improve the food network infrastructure.  These improvements to 
storage, cooking facilities, cooking equipment and a food delivery vehicle will 
ensure projects are sustainable after funding ends. 

 
1.4.15 Progress of Solihull Change into Action – I have updated you in previous 

meetings on the launch of Solihull Change into Action (SCIA), the alternative 
giving scheme supported by the West Midlands Combined Authority 
Homelessness Taskforce.  Since its launch in Solihull in September 2021, 
SCIA  has raised more than £47,000 and to date 10 grants have been paid 
out,  totalling £18,749 to support specialist organisations and outreach 
services working to change the circumstances of individuals sleeping rough 
and those at risk at homelessness in Solihull.  I am looking forward to seeing 
the further development of this scheme, particularly the roll-out of 
contactless giving which is currently being explored. 

 
1.4.16  Regulation and Enforcement 
 
1.4.17 The service has been focused on the compliance of businesses with COVID 

regulations over the last few months. Complaints about businesses and 
COVID outbreaks, have dropped significantly over the last three weeks. This 
suggests good compliance and is allowing the service to catch up with some 
of the non-COVID work such as food inspections that have been delayed. 

  
1.5 Future Decisions 

At my future decision making session on the 14 April 2021, I will be 
considering a report on the summary and assessment of Bids for funding to 
the Neighbourhood Proportion of the Community Infrastructure Levy.  


